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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to describe the effectiveness of 'Facebook’ social media as a learning media for
elementary school students: a solution to distance learning during the Covid-19 pandemic. Since the Covid-19
pandemic, education al activities especially learning in schools, have been stopped by replacing distance
learning, where teachers teach from home. Students learn from their homes. 'Facebook’ social media is central
support and an intermediary in the teaching process for teachers and students so that the learning process occurs
.This type of research is qualitative research with descriptive methods. The data source of this research is sourced
from the activities of teachers and students using social media 'Facebook' as a medium for learning Indonesian.
Collecting research data is done by observing, documenting, and interviewing. The data collected is processed by
selecting and organizing. Analysis was conducted on the data using descriptive interpretation techniques. The
results showed that the use of social media 'Facebook' as a medium for learning Indonesian in the midst of the
Covid-19 pandemic was considered very effective with several findings; improve students' critical thinking skills;
improve students' creative thinking skills ;Increase student confidence; improve students' speaking skills;
directing students to more easily and quickly understand the learning material; students are not on ly required to
learn to know, but also learn to do; train students to communicate and interact socially; directing students to not
only understand the essence of Face book as a medium of virtual social communication, but can also be used as
alearning medium in precise and accurate terms; learn students in processing and utilizing advanced technology;
develop student creativity; provide authentic learning experiences for students; learning seems comfortable and
enjoyable for students without the limitations of study time and classrooms, and improve student literacy skills.
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1. INTRODUCTION

Education has a vital role in all aspects of human life. The education process is the process of
humanizing human beings. The education process shows that there is access to involve all human resources.
According to Bhardwaj(2016), education is the main thing for every human being. Education is a human or
community need, the basis of life to become better physically and mentally and in character. Education plays
a role in various aspects so that there is no life without education.

Education is like food for human spirits throughout his life. Education can ensure the continuity early
life of every human being. Education is part of the norm that can guide humans. In addition, education can
realize quality human resources so that they can be helpful to the nation. They were especially participating in
national development. Thus, the development of a nation is essentially not measured by the size of the
buildings built and the number of buildings owned. However, it is measured by the quality of its human
resources. Because in the process of education, humans are not only now to acquire knowledge, but the
number of various skills.

Etymologically, the word 'education' comes from the Latin word 'educate’, which means to raise and to
open up. According to some opinions, the word 'education comes from the term 'educere’, which means to
lead 'to get out'. The meaning shows that education is a process that seeks to maintain good quality and a pull
toward better to each individual. Education seeks to develop all the physical and mental potential of every
human being. Thus, education is not just a process but also produces products. The product in question is
basic knowledge and experience (Novak, 1990).

According to Idris et al.(2012), education is an investment that can contribute to the development of the
country and the benefit of society. Because education can provide a change in behavior and quality of life. In
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addition, Dembo(1994)also explained that education is a process of directing someone from ignorance to
knowing. Education can also be defined as the process of imparting and gaining knowledge or habits through
instruction or learning(Good &Brophy, 1990;Good &Brophy, 1995).

As described in the previous section, the difference in meaning and definition of education is more direct
to the writer to define education comprehensively. Thus, education can be defined as an act carried out
consciously, intentionally or intentionally, both in a variety of psychological, sociological, scientific, and
philosophical paradigms that can bring development to each individual to the fullest, both psychologically
concerning the soul or physically or body(Slavin, 2019). Education is a process that can meet the needs of
individuals or society. Education can maximize the life of every human being through a set of processes.

As a series of activities or processes carried out consciously, it is evident that education has a purpose.
The purpose of education is to direct or make people more directly in the general sense. There are two
educational contexts: non-formal education and formal education. First, in the context of non-formal
education, education is the process of interactions, either consciously or unconsciously, to obtain helpful
information to be used as the basis of the views or behave or act. This information can be obtained from
various things without being bound by time, circumstances, and place. Second, informal education is a
process of interaction carried out consciously through educational institutions such as universities and schools
and is formal. Formal education is institutionalized, intentional, planned, and provided by the public, both
recognized organizations and private bodies.

The process of education, especially in formal education such as in schools, is identical with a series of
planned, structured, and systematic processes, including learning activities. The essence of learning activities
is identical to the student-centered learning process. According to the National Education Association, NEA
(1969), learning is a process of communicating, namely conveying messages and receiving messages.
Therefore, education is a system that provides relationships.

Learning is a process of interaction with all conditions and environments of students. Learning is the
process of seeing, observing, trying, and understanding something from the sender to the recipient of the
message. Learning can be done individually, in groups, or with other assistance as a guide or support for
learning activities. Learning activities generally occur in a school environment consisting of two or more
people, namely the teacher and student elements. The two elements collaborate, the teacher teaches, and
students learn. Naz&Akbar (2008) states that teaching and learning are complex processes influenced by
various factors. Including media or teaching aids that can involve students to learn actively and interactively.

In learning activities, apart from teachers and students interacting, there is also a link between teaching
materials or teaching materials and the required learning media. The relationship between teachers, students,
teaching materials, and learning media is dynamic and complex. Therefore, to achieve success in teaching and
learning activities, teachers must develop several components, including learning objectives, learning
approaches and methods, learning techniques and strategies, learning models, teaching materials, learning
media, and learning evaluation. In the era of globalization or the industrial era 4.0, teachers are required to be
smarter in designing more creative learning, including the use of technology-based media. This is in line with
the statement of Muhsyanur et al.(2022), that the digitalization era is marked by the increasingly stringent use
of information and communication technology. Almost all areas of life are controlled by digital.

The learning process is packaged in various activities in formal education, including teaching activities.
Brooks(2002), explains that teaching is an approach that centered the students intending to learn students.
Thus, the essence of teaching itself is to teach students or make students learn so that interaction occurs( Gay,
1994). Therefore, the essential thing in teaching is the learning process carried out by students and controlled
by the teacher. Wilson & Peterson (2006)mentions that learning is a process of interaction and involves
elements of the mind, learning as a social phenomenon, and learning empowers all abilities and skills of
students.

The whole learning activities consist of several main elements to realize the teaching-learning process to
the fullest(Cubukcgu, 2012). The main elements in learning activities, namely, as described in the section of
this paragraph. First, the teacher is a person who has the authority to teach, control, control, guide, educate,
and evaluate learning activities(Dias &Diniz, 2014). Second, students are the subjects or people
learned(Akgun&Ciarrochi, 2003)—students as an essential element in learning. Because learning is the
student- centered, third, subject matter, the subject matter is also called teaching material, regarding some data
processed into information to be conveyed to students(Shulman, 1987;Pask& Scott, 1972). Fourth, the media
are only as a support, intermediary, or liaison that can facilitate the teacher in delivering material or assisting
teachers in learning(Ullmer, 1994). That is, in learning, media can or may not be used. The use of media
depends on the needs of teachers and students.

This research focuses on the effectiveness of Facebook social media as a learning medium for
elementary school students amid the Covid-19 pandemic. There are two forms of learning: conventional
learning and modern learning. Both have differences. First, conventional learning or traditional learning is
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applied when previous people were not familiar with advanced technology or modern learning media such as
computers or elective media and the like(Kamsin, 2005). Modern learning is synonymous with digital-based
learning, and even digital systems are not only used in education as in learning activities(Keppell et al., 2011).
But, it is also used in various aspects or almost in all activities of human life.

Compared, the modern learning process is far more different from conventional learning. Conventional
learning can occur if the teacher is ready to teach, participants are prepared to be taught and learn, and the
material is available. However, in conventional learning, learning materials are only alternatives. The teacher
can arrange the material based on basic knowledge and experience that can be adjusted to the needs of
students. In conventional learning, the material delivered or taught does not have to be from or through books
as a source for learning. Because (Anggraini&Murni, 2018)conventional learning is, in principle, teaching and
learning is the process of transferring or conveying information(Perkins & Salomon, 1992;Cree & Macaulay,
2000). The information in question is any information that can be used as material in learning so that learning
activities can take place.

The conventional learning activities and processes described above are very different and cannot be
applied. Now it is called "a period of stiffness and fear" for the Indonesian people, particularly since the
outbreak of one of the viruses that shook the world as a whole. The virus is a Coronavirus. The full name of
the virus is Corona Virus Disease 2019 or more commonly known as Covid-19(Su et al., 2020). Covid-19, or
Coronavirus, is a virus that is very frightening for all citizens in the world(Mehrpour&Sadeghi, 2020).

Covid-19 is a type of virus that has not yet been found a patent medicine, both chemical drugs and
traditional medicine(Arpino et al., 2020). It is known that Covid-19 began to emerge and attack the citizens of
Wuhan, the capital of Hubei Province, China, at the end of 2019. Then it gradually spread to each and even
almost all countries. The Covid-19 pandemic is genuinely troubling. Covid-19 does not only infect people and
requires hospitalization. However, it has claimed many people in every country without knowing their status
and age. Many health workers died because of Covid-19. Including in the country of Indonesia. (Parvin et al.,
2020)As in the headline published in the Vice Mayor (2020) on 18 April, Indonesia shows the most ASEAN
and 11th place in Asia as a country exposed to the Covid-19 case.

Since the Covid-19 pandemic, all governments worldwide have issued policies and appeals for ways to
prevent Covid-19(Favero& Pedersen, 2020). Including the Indonesian government has issued strict
requirements for Indonesians to remain at home, not to visit emergency areas, avoid crowds of people, guard,
wear masks, every corner of the city until the corners of the village available anti-bacterial fluids, maintaining
physical distance, and even the existence of a requirement that residents may not leave the house at all packed
in the rules of large-scale social restrictions on action or known as the PSBB(Handayanto&Herlawati,
2020;Hasrul, 2020).

The most troubling thing since the Covid-19 pandemic, all activities from aspects and fields in human
life stopped. The wheel of the economy stopped, so that the majority of Indonesians who traded became
paralyzed, and many people even had to lose their jobs. Likewise, in education, specifically, the learning
process is also stopped at school. Education practitioners such as service staff who used to work in the office
were replaced with work from home activities. Teachers who teach at school are changed to teach from home,
and students who used to be more active studying at school are changed to learn from their own homes.

Teaching and learning activities from home for students and teachers, of course, using the internet
network through the features of applications that can be downloaded as an intermediary for learning,
especially establishing communication between teachers and students(Becker & Riel, 2000). However, as
long as using the internet network through applications raises the community's spotlight, including the parents
of students themselves. They consider that learning through the internet, especially by having to use a new
application, is difficult for parents of students to operate. This is understandable because the level of
knowledge and skills of parents of students varies. Of course, it also influenced the level of parental
education. According to the recognition, most parents of students, that the application is difficult to operate,
also relatively take credit or internet quota so of course it also requires a fee.

As a solution to the various complaints of parents about internet learning using the application features,
the teachers, especially elementary school teachers, took alternative and general steps, namely using Facebook
social media as a learning medium. Because for parents of students, Facebook is straightforward to operate,
and even all parents or relatives of students have a Facebook account. Thus, students can also use the
Facebook account of their parents or relatives without creating an account again. However, in the modern and
sophisticated era, 'maybe’ or certainly all students have their accounts.

Facebook social media is a social communication service that is commonly used. Almost everyone in the
world uses Facebook as a medium of communication. Children, teenagers, and adults have Facebook
accounts. People who have never received a formal education, though, use Facebook. Wibisino&
Mulyani(2018)revealed that the emergence of social media such as Facebook and so on is clear evidence of
the development of world technology that is increasingly sophisticated. These technologies cannot be avoided
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because they have become a necessity.

Of the various ways of communicating available, one of the communication systems that are currently
widely used is Facebook. Since the advent of Facebook in 2004, Facebook has become a favorite means of
communication for all people, including in Indonesia. Facebook usage in Indonesia in the last few months
shows a significant increase. The average increase in users in Indonesia per month reaches 10%, beating the
United States, only 5%. Based on an Inside Facebook survey by e-marketers, recently, Indonesia ranked
second on Facebook users after the US, followed later by the Philippines, Turkey, Italy, and India
(Antaranews. com in Mujahidah, 2013: 102).

As a communication media, Facebook social media has a significant influence on the changes in human
interaction. Facebook can Menem bus to the rest of the world without knowing prepared a and how people
will interact via Facebook. Through Facebook, people can find friends who have never met and
communicated for decades and can even make friends of unknown origin and pedigree. Facebook can now be
accessed not only through computers. However, it can also be via mobile phones so that it can be used
anytime and anywhere (White, 2010;Wang, 2015).

2. THEORETICAL BASIS

Educational media, in general, are teaching and learning tools. Everything that can be used to stimulate
thoughts, feelings and raise concerns and abilities or skills of students to facilitate the process of learning.
Martin & Briggs(1986)explained that the physical media of learning media deliver content or learning
material in books, films, videos, and so on. Advanced technology is developing as it can now be used as an
educational medium. Argued that media and technology in education can be defined as communication tools,
whether in print, graphics, animation, audio, or audiovisual(El, 2014). The technology-based media as an
intermediary will make it easier and accelerate the process of students' understanding of the material delivered
in learning(Silfa, 2021).

Media can be used effectively in various student learning situations, both learning independently and in
groups. Thus the case can facilitate the teacher in the delivery of material. The media plays an essential role in
education. The use of media, in general, is more in the classroom to be used to instruct a material to students
(Heinich, 1996). As a means of instructing material or teaching activities, media needs to be designed to the
maximum extent to create an engaging and effective learning environment (Locatis & Atkinson, 1990). Thus,
the media influences the success of learning, especially making it easier for students to understand the subject
matter.

Learning media at a time like this, since the Covid-19 pandemic, has an essential role in continuing
learning activities that have stopped for some time. In the current situation (since the Covid-19 pandemic),
using media as an intermediary in distance learning activities is sufficient without using approaches,
techniques, strategies, and models such as when learning directly in school. Because (Akrim, 2018) states that
the media as a tool makes teachers easier in learning. Therefore, in the current pandemic Covid-19, there is no
room for teachers and students to teach and teach in schools to prevent the spread of the virus. The principle
that must be held is better to prevent than cure. Learning activities can also be pursued with various
alternatives.

The application of media in learning must be adjusted to student development. At present, mindset
emotions s changed. Facebook social media cannot be used as a medium for communication or virtual social
interaction. However, it is also interesting to be a real learning media based on the distance for teachers and
students so that learning activities continue. When Facebook, known as virtual media, is used as a learning
medium, it will bring students and teachers to teaching and learning in real terms. In other words, from virtual
to real and from abstract to concrete.

One of the expertsstates that many internet-based social media tools are available in the form of
sites(Ziveria, 2017). The site can be used as a suggestion for social networking interactions. One of the most
popular social media in the world is Facebook. Facebook features as social media can support the
implementation of lectures at all tertiary institutions(Johnson et al., 2016). Class activities as a form of
interaction between lecturers and students and between students associated with teaching and learning
activities.

There is no denying that Facebook is one of the most exciting web 2.0 tools on the internet today.
Although initially designed as a social networking tool, it is very suitable for fulfilling educational activities
as a medium for learning. One of them is fulfilling distance learning(Ventura, 2021). Learning using
Facebook has been done by a class of students of the Web and Design Study Program at the Open University,
Philippines. The result gives an exciting impression. That is because the average student's Facebook account
page, such as a wall magazine displayed in front of the class, contains a variety of material information
packaged creatively. Indeed, not only students and lecturers who as friends of social interaction are interested
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in reading, but also the general public (Esteves, 2012).

As also stated by Nguyen(2017)that Facebook, which is currently the most popular social networking
site globally, cannot be avoided. Facebook is always needed and integrated with various aspects of life, even
in learning at all levels of education. Facebook social media stores many features that can be used in
education. Facebook can broadcast activities directly and also through uploaded videos. In addition, Facebook
also provides space for discussion through the comments column so that learning materials can be shared
widely.

Another advantage in using Facebook as a learning media, namely as a solution in all types of education,
including health. This was revealed by (Thalluri & Penman, 2015) that in 2013, Facebook was used in
teaching and learning to solve clinical problems in pathology and clinical science at one of the universities in
South Australia. In the first year, the university involved several students in media radiation. Of the 152
students enrolled in pathology and clinical sciences, 148 students participated in the Facebook group. Of 148
students, 61 (41%) completed questionnaires. At the same time, 17 nursing students conducted education at
regional universities. In these activities, who participated in the Facebook initiative, only 10 (59%) completed
the post-intervention questionnaire. Both groups of students found Facebook useful in innovative learning
activities and fostering open and wide-ranging interaction between fellow students, staff, and teachers.

If the student level can use social media, Facebook, as learning media, of course for elementary school
level students can also use Facebook as a media or intermediary in supporting learning activities. Research
conducted by Daraei(2015)with 13 weeks or 52 hours showed significant results. The use of Facebook can
create positive effects when used in education. In addition, Facebook can make distance learning effective
compared to conventional learning in schools or traditional education systems.

Based on several explanations adjusted beforehand, Rifai(2021)asserted that Facebook learning media
no longer refers to the teacher as the center of learning resources, but rather the students as the source of
learning and the Centre of learning activities. Through Facebook, students can reconstruct their knowledge by
learning independently through the internet. In this case, the teacher is just a facilitator and evaluator. With
Facebook learning media, students are trained to learn independently, responsibly, actively, cooperate with
others in solving problems, collaborating, developing learning strategies, and training students in ICT
mastery.

The purpose of learning Indonesian in elementary schools for students is to develop Indonesian language
skills. The purpose of learning Indonesian is in accordance with the skills, needs and interests, while for
teachers it is to develop students' Indonesian potential, and be more independent in determining linguistic
teaching materials according to conditions. school environment and student abilities (BSNP, 2006). In
addition, the general purpose of learning a language is to have a central role in the intellectual, social and
emotional development of students and is a supporter of success in learning all fields of study. With language
learning Brown(2000) and Muhsyanur(2019), it is possible for humans to communicate with each other, share
experiences, learn from each other and to improve intellectual and literary abilities is one means to achieve
that understanding.

3. METHOD

This type of research is a qualitative study using descriptive methods based on the design. The
descriptive method describes various information or data obtained(Giorgi, 2009). Data sources and data of this
study are sourced from the learning activities of several elementary school students on Facebook media, both
ongoing or live broadcasts or in the form of videos or photos of uploaded activities. In other words, that the
primary source of research data is sourced from teachers and students as elements involved in learning

. The research data collection techniques there are three, namely observation, documentation, and
interviews. First, researchers made observations by visiting the Facebook pages of students and teachers to
identify data and information. Second, documentation is done by taking information and data from the teacher
and student Facebook pages, both in videos, images, and text. Third, researchers conducted interviews
regarding the question and answer process with teachers and elementary school students. In addition,
researchers also conducted interviews with parents of students as support in completing data and information
as needed and to strengthen research. Researchers conducted interviews with teachers, researchers with
students, and researchers with parents of students, namely through remote communication via mobile phones
and video calls using WhatsApp. The telephone number is obtained from the Facebook messaging feature.
Because physical interviews directly it is not possible because of the Covid-19 pandemic.

Moreover, the government has insisted on limiting activities, especially not having physical contact.
Students, teachers, and parents of students used as sources of information and data in this study are called
respondents or informants. Respondents or informants provide feedback and responses and the information
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needed in research activities.

The data or information collected is then selected and organized to facilitate researchers in identifying
the data or information and finding the suitability of the data needed to meet the research objectives. After
that, the next step is the data analysis process. The data or information is analyzed using descriptive
interpretation techniques. Descriptive interpretation is the process of interpreting the data -data and authentic
information in the description right.

4. RESULT AND DISCUCCION

Based on the process of collecting, processing, and examining data and information, the following are
presented some data and information in the form of videos that are processed into images (screenshots) as
samples in research taken from one of the Facebook account with the name of the account is Dymas (2020),
an elementary school teacher at SDN 4 Maddukkelleng, Sengkang, Wajo Regency, South Sulawesi-
Indonesia.

Fig.1. Students doing practice

LA Adaniva

Fig. 3. Teachers and students attending the ceremony
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Figure 1 is taken from the learning process in Mathematics. The subject matter, namely numeracy
competence with sub material (1) measuring the weight of objects, (2) comparing the weight of objects, and
(3) solving problems related to object weight. Two students are seen doing their learning activities by doing
direct learning in the picture. The two students did a straightforward practice using sedation tools without
paying a fee.

The tools used are only in household kitchen appliances such as tablespoons, vegetable spoons, knives,
and clothes hangers. In addition to a straightforward tool, the appearance of the two students is also
straightforward by wearing everyday clothes, namely casual clothes and pants that are usually used to hang
out and play. Students do not have to be asked to wear formal clothes like when studying formally. The
selection of these tools shows that students can empower their minds critically and creatively because they can
use modest kitchen tools that can facilitate learning activities without having to use fancy equipment or be
involved in school laboratories.

Figure 2 is taken from the learning process with Indonesian subjects. The primary material, namely
literacy competence with sub material (1) write a few sentences and edit and (2) express ideas verbally. In
Figure 2, we can see several students learning with various actions. Some students are writing and editing,
some are recounting the results of their work, and some students are exhibiting the results of their work. The
learning process shown in Figure 2 shows that students can learn independently, actively, and responsibly.

Figure 3 coincides with May 2 as National Education Day, which every year a flag ceremony is held
simultaneously. On May 2, activities for education practitioners ranging from leaders, employees, staff,
teachers, supervisors, school security guards, and students are required to carry out the flag ceremony to
celebrate National Education Day. However, this year is very different from previous years. This year, the flag
ceremony will only be centered at the Ministry of Education and Culture of the Republic of Indonesia in
Jakarta. The celebration is limited to the provincial, regional and regional levels. Given that an effort to avoid
the spread of the Covid-19 outbreak is increasingly mounting in Indonesia.

The implementation of the ceremony in the context of celebrating National Education Day can only be
followed in their respective homes by following the ceremonial aired on national television. In figure 3,
teachers and students attend the ceremony to commemorate National Education Day. Teachers and students
record the ceremonial activities followed, then upload them on the social media 'facebook' as evidence and
part of learning. Figure 3 shows that students have a great concern—the ceremony is part of learning for
students. Therefore, directing students to participate in ceremonial flag ceremonies through media
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intermediaries such as Facebook shows the process of providing real direct experience to students.

Figure 4 is taken from the learning process with Art and Culture subjects. The subject matter, namely
dancing. In learning activities, students are directed to perform one traditional dance. In the picture, some
students are performing a traditional dance. The traditional dance is staged, namely the shell dance.
Tempurung dance is an Indonesian traditional dance popularized by the Minangkabau community, West
Sumatra. In these learning activities, students are directed to learn and do. The most important thing in
learning to dance is broadening their horizons about regional wealth and cultural richness and increasing
student confidence.

Based on the analysis results and several information obtained, learning using social media ‘facebook’ in
the middle of the Covid-19 pandemic is considered very effective. The effectiveness is based on several
findings, including; improve students' critical thinking skills; improving students' creative thinking skills;
increasing student confidence; improving students' speaking skills; directing students to more easily and
quickly understand the learning material; students are not only required to learn to know but also learn to do;
train students to communicate and interact socially; directing students to not only understand the essence of
Facebook as a medium of virtual social communication but can also be used as a learning medium in precise
and accurate terms; learn students in processing and utilizing advanced technology; develop student creativity;
provide authentic learning experiences for students; learning seems comfortable and enjoyable for students
without the limitations of study time and classrooms, and improve student literacy skills.

5. CONCLUSIONS

Learning Indonesian is a complex series of activities. It is said to be complex because it involves all
aspects of language skills; listening, reading, writing, and speaking. Learning objectives can be achieved
optimally if the teacher also manages learning by using various skills and skills possessed by the teacher. This
includes using the Mediabook as an alternative medium during the pandemic. Learning with social media
'facebook' has many advantages. Apart from making it easier for teachers and students to learn, there are also
many 'facebook’ features that teachers can use. With distance learning media, 'facebook’ is a solution to
activate and streamline learning in the midst of the Covid-19 pandemic. Students seem creative in learning to
create a pleasant learning atmosphere.

The use of modern media or tools in learning, especially Indonesian language learning, is not intended
to replace good teaching methods, but to complement and assist students in delivering the assignments given
during the Covid-19 pandemic. Thus, using the media, it is hoped that interaction between teachers and
students both in the network can be maximally so that it can achieve Indonesian language learning outcomes
that are in accordance with the objectives. Actually there is no stipulation when a media should be used, but it
is highly recommended for teachers to choose and use the media appropriately.

Many things can be obtained while using "Facebook" as a learning medium; (1) provide different and
varied learning experiences so as to stimulate students' interest in learning; (2) develop certain attitudes and
skills in the field of technology; (3) creating a learning situation that is not easily forgotten by students; and
(4) provide in-depth knowledge to students about the essence of using Facebook, which can not only be used
as a medium for writing statuses like other users in general, but can also be used as a learning medium for
elementary school students.
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